
Nurturing Native Plant Biodiversity 

in the Southwestern U.S.

Francesca Claverie, Native Plant Program Director





CHARISMATIC SPECIES PROJECTS
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• Only true flying mammals.
• Every continent except Antarctica.
• 1400+ species worldwide. 
• ~1/3 threatened or endangered.
• Use echolocation to navigate



Over 100 bat species 

eat nectar (~8%)
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300+ plants are 

pollinated by bats
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3 nectar-feeding species in the 

Southwest US & northern Mexico
Endangered

Near-
Threatened

Mexican long-tongued bat
(Choeronycteris mexicana)Mexican long-nosed bat

(Leptonycteris nivalis)
Lesser long-nosed bat

(Leptonycteris yerbabuenae)

Recently Delisted









Lesser long-nosed bat
(Leptonycteris yerbabuenae)

Mexican long-nosed bat
(Leptonycteris nivalis)



Murciélago magueyero
Leptonycteris yerbabuenae 



Agaves are 

critical for 

pregnant and 

lactating 

females



Collecting seeds and 

propagating native agaves 

with nursery partners





FONDO AGAVERO



MILKWEEDS FOR MONARCHS

•Family: Apocynaceae, Genus: Asclepias

•73 species of native milkweeds in the U.S.

•29 species in Arizona >30 in TX

•Milky latex inside stems

•Source of food for Monarch caterpillars

•Loss of milkweed habitat throughout the 
U.S.



NATIVE MILKWEEDS



NATIVE MILKWEEDS



NECTAR PLANTS FOR MONARCHS



NECTAR PLANTS FOR MONARCHS



NECTAR PLANTS FOR MONARCHS



NECTAR PLANTS FOR MONARCHS



NECTAR PLANTS FOR MONARCHS



HUMMINGBIRD NECTAR GAPS

LUCIFER MALE

PLAIN CAPPED STAR THROAT

CALLIOPE MALE

RUFOUS MALE



HUMMINGBIRD NECTAR GAPS



HUMMINGBIRD NECTAR GAPS



HUMMINGBIRD NECTAR GAPS



HUMMINGBIRD NECTAR GAPS



OAKS AND QUAIL



www.borderlandsrestoration.orghorticulture@borderlandsrestoration.org

Thank you!
afclaverie@borderlandsrestoration.org

www.borderlandsplants.org
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